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2008-09 SCHEDULE

Day Date Opponent Time TV*
Fri. November 14  RIDER (at Wachovia Center) 7:00 p.m.
Sun. November  16 at Holy Cross 4:00 p.m.
Mon. November  24 vs. Texas at EA Sports Maui Invitational 3:00 p.m. ESPN2
Tue. November  25 vs. Indiana/Notre Dame 1:30 or 7:00 p.m. ESPNU/ESPN

(at EA Sports Maui Invitational) 
Wed. November  26 EA Sports Maui Invitational TBA ESPN/ESPN2
Tue. December  2 at Lehigh 7:00 p.m.
Sat. December  6 CREIGHTON 7:00 p.m.
Tue. December  9 at Towson 7:30 p.m.
Thu. December  11 at Villanova 8:00 p.m. ESPN2
Mon. December  22 CORNELL 7:30 p.m.
Sun. December  28 SIENA 7:00 p.m.
Wed. December  31 DREXEL 5:00 p.m.
Sat. January 3 at Ball State 2:00 p.m.
Sat. January 10 RHODE ISLAND TBA
Wed. January 14 at St. Bonaventure 7:00 p.m.
Sun. January 18 CHARLOTTE 4:00 p.m. CBS C
Wed. January 21 DUQUESNE 7:00 p.m.
Sat. January 24 PENN 7:00 p.m.
Wed. January 28 at Richmond 7:00 p.m.
Sun. February 1 at Dayton Noon
Wed. February 4 GEORGE WASHINGTON 7:00 p.m.
Sun. February 8 at Massachusetts 3:00 p.m. CBS C
Thu. February 12 TEMPLE 7:00 p.m. ESPN/ESPN2
Sat. February 14 at La Salle (Palestra) 2:00 p.m.
Wed. February 18 at Saint Louis 10:00 p.m. CBS C
Sun. February 22 MASSACHUSETTS TBA
Thu. February 26 XAVIER 7:00 p.m. ESPN/ESPN2
Sun. March 1 ST. BONAVENTURE 2:00 p.m.
Thu. March 5 at Temple 7:00 p.m. CBS C
Sat. March 7 at Fordham 1:00 p.m.
Wed. March 11- Atlantic 10 Championship
Sat. March 14 (at Boardwalk Hall, Atlantic City, N.J.)

All home games in CAPS played at The Palestra unless noted
All times Eastern and subject to change

* Complete television schedule not finalized at time of publication
ESPN Network designation to be made at later date
CBS C denotes CBS College Sports Network 
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FIELDHOUSE EXPANSION & RENOVATION

A major expansion of Alumni Memorial Fieldhouse and a dedicated
center for men's and women's basketball highlight a comprehensive
plan for enhancing varsity and recreational athletics at Saint Joseph’s.
Construction on the project began in October of 2007.  

The Fieldhouse, home to Saint Joseph’s University basketball since
1949, will be named for Michael J. Hagan ’85 at the conclusion of the
multi-year project. Hagan, chairman and former chief executive officer
of Horsham-based NutriSystem, Inc., and his wife Joyce, are contribut-
ing $10 million as the lead benefactors for the most comprehensive
enhancement of athletic facilities in Saint Joseph’s history.

The actual construction of the project began in the Fall 2007 with
the demolition of Flannigan Hall and Barry Annex. That was followed by
the renovation of Barry Hall into offices for the athletic administration. 

Once the 2007-08 basketball season was completed last March,
work began on the exterior of the Fieldhouse and the foundation was laid
for the basketball center that will be adjacent to the Fieldhouse. This bas-
ketball center will house state-of-the-art facilites for men’s and women’s
basketball, and will include new locker rooms, coaches’ offices, meeting
areas and dedicated academic and study space. The entire center will
incorporate video and multi-media technology and will include a new
Hall of Fame Room and expanded media relations capacity.

The majority of the athletic department staff (approximately 40 peo-
ple) moved into the new offices of Barry Hall on May 19, 2008. The
offices are the permanent sites for some staff members, but are tempo-
rary for others. 

The steel for the basketball center was erected on June 10, 2008
and completed the following week, while crews continued working to
clear the interior of the Fieldhouse. 

A new hardwood basketball practice court was built in the Sports
Complex and completed at the beginning of the Fall semester. 

After renovations, the arena’s seating capacity will increase by at least
1,000 seats. (Artist’s renderings by Burt Hill)

The Fieldhouse will be renamed the Michael J. Hagan ‘85 Arena upon com-
pletion of the project. (Artist’s renderings by Burt Hill)

The official Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Fieldhouse expansion and
renovation project took place on October 6, 2007. 

Construction is progressing on the basketball center which will house state-
of-the-art facilities for the men’s and women’s basketball programs. 

Basketball locker room (left) and
Lobby (right).  (Artist’s renderings by
Burt Hill)
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FIELDHOUSE EXPANSION & RENOVATION

Alumni Memorial Fieldhouse, home to Saint Joseph's University
basketball since 1949, will be renamed for Michael J. Hagan '85 at the
conclusion of a multi-year expansion and renovation project which
began in the fall 2007. Hagan, chairman and former chief executive offi-
cer of Horsham-based NutriSystem, Inc., and his wife Joyce are con-
tributing $10 million as the lead benefactors for the most comprehen-
sive enhancement of athletic facilities in Saint Joseph's history.

The Hagan gift is the third eight-figure donation announced by Saint
Joseph's in the past two years. Previously, James J. Maguire '58 and
Brian Duperreault '69 each contributed $10 million in support of the
University's purchase of the Episcopal Academy property.

"We are truly blessed to have such outstanding philanthropic sup-
port," stated Saint Joseph's President Timothy R. Lannon, S.J. "Not
only is it an affirmation of the mission of the University, but it speaks
to the unmatched personal commitment of these extraordinary individ-
uals.

"Mike Hagan is a success story and a singular example of the Jesuit
tradition of giving back. His involvement as an alumnus, University
Trustee, and now major benefactor is one of humility and selfless
action. This gift allows Saint Joseph's to preserve an important part of
its history while at the same time modernizing a facility of which all
Hawks can be proud."

A resident of Newtown, Pa., Hagan received a B.S. in accounting
from Saint Joseph's and also played on the men's golf team. He was
chairman of Malvern-based Verticalnet, Inc., before assuming control
of NutriSystem in 2002. Forbes magazine named Hagan its 2006 

Entrepreneur of the Year after NutriSystem earned the No. 1 ranking on
the Forbes list of America's "Best 200 Small Companies."

"There has always been a dream that one day there would be athlet-
ic facilities to match the level of passion we all share for this great
University," said Associate Vice President and Director of Athletics Don
DiJulia. "Today, thanks to the generous commitments of some very
special alumni — Mike Hagan, in particular — that dream is about to
be realized."

New Basketball Arena to be Named for Alumnus Michael J. Hagan ‘85

PRACTICE FACILITY

As part of the comprehensive expansion and renovation project, the Hawks now have a new practice facility in the Sports Complex. Both the
SJU men’s and women’s basketball teams will use this facility for daily practice this season, as construction continues on the Fieldhouse
expansion and renovation. 
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FACTS/DIRECTORY
2008-09 BASKETBALL QUICK FACTS

Location ........................................................Philadelphia, PA  19131
Founded ......................................................................................1851
Enrollment ............................................4,515 (full-time undergrads)
Denomination ..............................................Roman Catholic (Jesuit)
Nickname ................................................................................Hawks
Colors ....................................................................Crimson and Gray
Athletic Affiliation ....................................................NCAA Division I
Conference ........................................................................Atlantic 10
Home Arena (for 2008-09)..............................................The Palestra
Capacity ....................................................................................8,722
President............................................................Timothy R. Lannon, S.J.
Vice President/Student Life ......................................Dr. Cary Anderson
Associate Vice President/Athletic Director ..........................Don DiJulia

2007-08 Regular Season Record..............................................21-13 
2007-08 Atlantic 10 Conference Record (Place)............9-7 (4th-tie) 
Letterwinners Returning/Lost ......................................................8/5
Starters Returning/Lost ................................................................3/2

Head Coach (alma mater) ............................Phil Martelli (Widener, '76)
Coach's Overall Record/Year ..............................261-152, 14th season
Record at School/Year ..................................................................same
Assistant Coaches ..........Mark Bass (Saint Joseph’s ’96)- 10th season
........................................David Duda (Spring Garden ‘88) - 3rd season

........................................Geoff Arnold (Saint Joseph’s ‘86) - 1st season
Director of Basketball Operations ....Rob Sullivan (Saint Joseph’s ‘06) 

Asst. AD/Communications (MBB Contact) ................Marie Wozniak
Office Phone ................................................................610-660-1727
Athletic Communications Fax......................................610-660-1724
Email ....................................................................mwozniak@sju.edu

Basketball Office..........................................................610-660-1706
Basketball Fax ............................................................610-660-1762
Press Row- The Palestra ............................................215-898-4324
Athletics Website ................................................www.sjuhawks.com

SAINT JOSEPH’S ATHLETIC DIRECTORY

Associate Vice President/Athletic Director  . . . . . . . . . . .Don DiJulia
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1707

Assistant Vice President/Athletic Business Affairs  . . . . . .Jim Brown
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1726

Associate Athletic Director/Varsity Programs  . . . . . . . . . .Ellen Ryan
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1714

Associate AD/Marketing/Corporate Partnerships  . . . . . . .Tim Curran
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1702

Associate Athletic Director/Facilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Al Pendleton
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-3292

Assistant Athletic Director/Communications . . . . . . . .Marie Wozniak
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1727

Assistant Athletic Director/Facilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joe DeLacy
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1720

Assistant Athletic Director/Recreation  . . . . . . . . . . . .Corey Shannon
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-3052

Executive Director of Athletic Development  . . . . . . . . .Katie Shields
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1231

Director of Compliance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Renie Shields
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-2584

Director of Sports Medicine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lori Rafferty
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1699

Director of Educational Support Services  . . . . . . . . . . .Janet Greder
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1728

Athletics Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1707
Athletics Fax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1716
Ticket Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .610-660-1712

The Saint Joseph’s basketball program lost two cherished members
in 2007-08, with the passing of Chuck McKenna and Nemanja Petrovic. 

McKenna  played for the Hawks from 1964 to 1966 under coach Jack
Ramsay, and was a senior on the team that was ranked number one in
the nation by Sports Illustrated in the preseason of 1965-66. A 6-8 for-
ward, the native of Lansdowne, Pa., averaged 7.7 points per game and

shot 41.0 percent from the field his sen-
ior year. 

He also excelled in the classroom,
earning recognition on the school’s
Dean's List and receiving a $1,000 post-
graduate scholarship from the NCAA.

Petrovic was a member of Saint
Joseph's 1997 team that reached the
NCAA Sweet 16, was ranked 12th in the
nation and won the school's last Atlantic
10 championship. The 6-10 center was a
member of the Hawks’ 1996 NIT
Runner-up squad. 

A native of Belgrade, Serbia, he came
to the United States and completed his

scholastic career at North Penn High

School. He began his collegiate career
at the University of Maryland in 1992
but transferred to Saint Joseph's in
1993.

Petrovic played in 18 games in his
first season with the Hawks in 1994-95
and was the recipient of the team's
Academic Award. He was hindered by a
back injury his junior season but earned
Atlantic 10 All-Academic Team honors. 

As a senior, Petrovic started 31
games, averaging 6.9 points and 5.2
rebounds for the squad that reached the
Sweet 16. That year, he was a
GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District
selection, an A-10 All-Academic hon-
oree, and was the recipient of the Harry
Merrill Sportsmanship Award from the Philadelphia Big 5. 

IN MEMORIAM

Chuck McKenna ‘66

Nemanja Petrovic ‘97
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Saint Joseph’s returned to the NCAA Tournament in 2007-08
as a resilient group battled through a rollercoaster season to
reach the Atlantic 10 championship game and earn the pro-
gram’s fifth NCAA bid under head coach Phil Martelli. 

The squad was a balanced one with four double-figure scorers,
paced by a pair of seniors – Pat Calathes and Rob Ferguson –
who upped their level of play for their final seasons. 

Heading into 2008-09, the Hawks have three starters back
from that team, including one of the Atlantic 10’s top players in
Ahmad Nivins. But to Martelli, that doesn’t mean too much,
unless the Hawks don’t develop individually.

“Improvement, improvement, improvement – and I’m talking
about individual guys. Each guy has got to get better, even the
returning starters,” said the coach, now entering his 14th sea-
son. “To me, it’s not any one guy or any aspect of our game. It’s
a total improvement that’s needed. Because where we are today,
or where we were at the end of last year, that won’t be good
enough.”

But with the three starters back in the fold – Nivins, Tasheed
Carr and Darrin Govens – along with sixth man Garrett
Williamson, the Hawks do have a core group that battled the
ups and downs of last season, and can use that experience to
their benefit. 

“I think what the players can take away from last season is the
idea of balance and how balanced play allowed all of us to
achieve. Also, the idea of being down, as we were late in the year
and the idea of fighting through with regard to the A-10
Tournament,” said Martelli.  “I hope that they took with them the
disappointment of not winning the A-10 championship – of get-
ting there and not finishing the job. To me, all of those things are
worthwhile.”

Nivins will undoubtedly be one of the keys to the Hawks’ suc-
cess in 2008-09. The two-time All-Atlantic 10 selection has
showed his potential to dominate on numerous occasions. The

6-9 senior posted aver-
ages of 14.4 points and
5.8 rebounds per
game, finishing second
to Calathes in both cat-
egories. Nivins aver-
aged less than eight
shots per game last
year, so the Hawks will
need to get him the ball
more this season. He’ll
also need to grab extra
rebounds due to the
departures of Calathes
(7.5 rpg) and Ferguson
(4.8 rpg).  

“Ahmad needs to be
a better rebounder. His
maturity level has got-
ten better but that’s got
to continue. He’s got to
be in the discussion for

Atlantic 10 Player of the Year,” said the coach. 
The starter at the point, Carr made an impact in his first year

with the Hawks after transferring from Iowa State. Carr is a vocal
player who earned respect for his leadership skills even before
the season began when the Hawks voted him co-captain. The 6-
4 senior averaged 10.8 points and 5.6 assists, which was one of
the top numbers in the league. Carr showed the ability to run the
offense but will be counted on to add even more scoring this
year. 

“Tasheed needs to be better – he needs to be a better leader, a
better shooter and a better teammate,” said Martelli. 

Govens started every game at shooting guard and displayed a
smooth stroke. Although his final average was just below 10
points (9.8), the 6-1 guard notched double digits in 16 games.
The Hawks will be looking for more offense from the junior this
year, and he could be one of SJU’s top 3-point threats. 

Williamson, who was a starter as a freshman, embraced his
role as the sixth man and provided an intensity unmatched by
any player on the team, especially on the defensive end. The
team’s best perimeter defender, Williamson was not a force
offensively, but will look to reap the benefits of working hard on
his shooting in the off-season.  

The graduation of Calathes, Ferguson and reserve Arvydas
Lidzius open up many opportunities for the young squad. 

Sophomore Idris Hilliard will have the chance to earn a spot
in the frontcourt. A good rebounder and inside scorer, the 6-7
forward saw action in every game but one last season. 

Senior Edwin Lashley and sophomore Charoy Bentley will
each be looking for more playing time in the backcourt and
could find it if they can provide consistent perimeter shooting.
Junior walk-on C.J. Brown provides energy and depth to the
Hawks. 

Martelli welcomes a unique group of five freshmen, each of
whom brings different strengths and skills to the Hawks. 

Chris Prescott, a 6-2 guard from Northwest Catholic High
School in Connecticut, is a high-scoring perimeter shooter (22.0
ppg) who could help the Hawks immediately. Prescott was a
four-year starter and earned All-State honors twice. 

“Chris was an extraordinarily well-coached player in high
school. He has a glint in his eye that I like from that guard spot.
He reminds me a little of Terrell Myers (SJU 1994-97),” said
Martelli.  “Chris has very good leadership ability and he’s hope-
fully going to help us with long-distance shooting, which will be
a question mark with this team.”

Bryant Irwin, a 6-8 forward from Bridgeport High School was
West Virginia’s Gatorade Player of the Year. With an impressive
31.0 points and 11.0 rebounds as a senior, the All-State First
Team selection is a versatile player who could help in a variety
of ways. 

“Bryant has a combination of inside-outside skills. Whether
he’s big enough for those skills to provide an impact, we have to
find that out. Certainly we’re going to look at his ability to guard
at this level,” said Martelli. 

A.J. Rogers is a 6-6 forward from St. Anthony, the nation’s
top-ranked program in 2008 that posted a 32-0 record. A fierce-
ly competitive player from Rosedale, N.Y., Rogers averaged 7.0

2008-09 PREVIEW

Ahmad Nivins
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points and 8.0 rebounds,
but did all of the small
things for the country’s
best high school team. 

“A.J. is coming here with
a solid foundation that has
no cracks. We’re going to
expect him to be a face-up
defender and face-up
offensive player who
shares the ball,” said
Martelli. 

Temi Adebayo is a 6-10
center from the Montrose
Christian program that
has produced numerous
Division I players, includ-
ing 2008 SJU graduate
Arvydas Lidzius and 2007
NCAA Player of the Year
Kevin Durant. Having
come to the U.S. from
Nigeria in 2007, he saw

very limited action as a senior due to a medical condition. A
player with true “upside,” Martelli feels he has tremendous
untapped potential, although he has shown impressive shot-
blocking ability already. 

“Temi is like clay and we hopefully will be able to develop him
into something special,” said the coach. 

Mike Auriemma joins the squad as a walk-on. The 6-1 guard
played at East Catholic High School in Connecticut, while spend-
ing last year at The Hun School in New Jersey. Son of Hall of
Fame women’s basketball coach Geno Auriemma, he averaged
20 points as a senior at East Catholic while earning All-State
First Team honors. Auriemma will add depth and a solid work
ethic in the backcourt. 

“Mike is truly a coach’s son. He loves the challenge that he will
be embarking upon,” Martelli said. 

Todd O’Brien, a 6-11 center, joins the program after transfer-
ring from Bucknell University. O’Brien, from Garden Spot High
School (Pa.), will practice with the Hawks this season and have
three years of eligibility beginning in 2009-10. 

Although it’s too early to tell which players will step up and fill
the roles, Martelli doesn’t see any changes in the style that has
characterized Saint Joseph’s basketball. 

“Balance is certainly going to be a style of play for us. We need
five guys on the floor who can score the ball. I think we can be
better defensively, and we need to be better defensively.  We
need to have a balance between offense and defense – we’re not
going to be out-shooting people, we need to be outplaying peo-
ple. The style for us stays the same – to be highly competitive,
share the ball, take your shot when it’s available and defend to
the best of your ability,” explained Martelli. 

The schedule will be challenging once again and will be high-
lighted by SJU’s first trip to the 2008 EA Sports Maui
Invitational. The Hawks will be part of a top-notch field that

includes NCAA Final Four participant North Carolina, NCAA
Tournament teams Indiana, Notre Dame, Oregon and Texas,
along with Alabama and host Chaminade. The Hawks potential-
ly have 10 teams on the ‘08-09 slate that participated in the 2008
NCAA Tournament, with games scheduled against Cornell,
Siena, Xavier and Villanova. 

Another unique challenge for the Hawks is that all of their
2008-09 home games will be played at the Palestra, due to the
renovation and expansion of Alumni Memorial Fieldhouse. Saint
Joseph’s is familiar with the Palestra, however, usually hosting
five or six games there every season. 

“Our schedule is going to put us in contention to compete in
the Atlantic 10. If you can compete in the Atlantic 10, then you’re
a team that is talked about nationally,” said the coach.

Saint Joseph’s will rely on a bevy of strengths that will be nec-
essary to succeed in 2008-09.  

“Basically, we have a group that knows how to pick itself up off
the mat,” Martelli explained. “We came off of a year with no
postseason and made the NCAA Tournament. We were in, then
we were out of the NCAA Tournament, and then back in again,
so the players certainly picked themselves up off the mat. 

“I think we also have a team that would be labeled as obser-
vant. They saw Pat Calathes struggle for two years and then get
to be a first team All-League player. They saw a guy like Rob
Ferguson, who had to come outside of his character so that the
group’s greater good could be served. Those things are posi-
tives because we do have an observant group. This is a group
that, including the freshmen, you get the feeling that they’re
appreciative of being here.”

Conversely, Martelli points out the team’s weaknesses as areas
to address prior to the season, as well as during it.

“We know that it’ll be inexperience,” Martelli conceded.
“Certainly our other weaknesses will be the rebounding and
where it’s going to come from, along with outside shooting.  Pat
and Ferg were good rebounders and good shooters. But that’s
the beauty of this program. And the excitement’s going to be in
who seizes the opportunity,” said Martelli. 

Martelli and the Hawks will rely on their seniors to bring along
the newcomers into the Saint Joseph’s tradition.  A tough sched-
ule and a full slate of games at the historic Palestra should leave
Hawk fans with plenty to be excited about in 2008-09.

Darrin Govens

2008-09 Notes
• Saint Joseph’s will play its home games in The Palestra this season due to
the renovation and expansion of Alumni Memorial Fieldhouse. The Hawks will
return to campus in 2009-10 to the Michael J. Hagan ‘85 Arena. 
• The Hawks will be among a deep field in the 2008 EA Sports Maui
Invitational, November 24-26. Joining SJU in the 25th anniversary of the tour-
nament will be Alabama, Indiana, North Carolina, Notre Dame, Oregon, Texas
and host Chaminade. 
• Phil Martelli owns the most Atlantic 10 wins among active coaches with
132. 
• The Hawks have reached postseason play in eight of the last nine years. SJU
has also been in the Atlantic 10 championship game in three of the last four
seasons. 
• Saint Joseph’s will serve as the host institution for the 2009 NCAA Men’s
Basketball First and Second Rounds, to be held at the Wachovia Center on
March 19 and 21.

2008-09 PREVIEW
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Q&A WITH PHIL MARTELLI
The team got back into postseason last year. What can this
group take from that experience?

There are several things that occurred. One is the idea of bal-
ance and how balanced play allowed all of us to achieve. The idea
of being down, knocked down, as we were late in the year. The
idea of fighting through with regard to the A-10 Tournament. I
hope that they took with them the disappointment of not winning
the A-10 Championship – of getting there and not finishing the
job. To me, all of those things are worthwhile. 

What has to happen for this team to be successful? 
Improvement, improvement, improvement. I’m talking about

individual guys. Each guy has got to be better. If you start with
Ahmad (Nivins), Tasheed (Carr) and Darrin (Govens) because
they started every game – they have to be better. Ahmad’s got to
be a much more consistent rebounder, and a double figure
rebounder. Tasheed has to be a daily learner. Darrin has to be a
daily worker. Garrett obviously embraced  his role but he’s got to
become a shooter. And not just a shot maker, but he’s got to
become a shot taker. Idris, Charoy and Edwin didn’t get much of
a chance – but there will be chances there. The freshmen obvi-
ously are in college basketball for the first time.

To me, it’s not any one guy or any one aspect of our game, it’s
a total improvement. Because where we are today, or where we
were at the end of last year, that won’t be good enough. 

What style of play will evolve with this group?
Certainly balance is going to be a style of play. Five guys on the

floor who can score the ball. I think we can be better defensively
and we need to be better defensively. We need to have a balance
between offense and defense – we’re not going to be outshoot-
ing people, we need to be outplaying people. Style for us stays
the same – be highly competitive, share the ball, take your shot
when it’s available and defend to the best of your ability. 

What are the strengths?
Our strengths are that we have a group that knows how to pick

itself up off the mat. We came off of a year with no postseason
and made the NCAA Tournament. We were in the NCAA
Tournament, we were out of the NCAA Tournament, so the team
certainly picked themselves up off the mat. I think we also have a
team that would be labeled as observant. So they saw Pat
Calathes struggle for two years and then get to be a first team All-
League player. They saw a guy like Rob Ferguson, who had to
come outside of his character so that the group’s greater good
could be served. Those things are positives because we do have
an observant group. This is a group that, including the freshmen,
give you the feeling that they’re appreciative of being here. 

How about the weaknesses?
We know that it’ll be inexperience. Certainly our other weak-

nesses will be where the rebounding is going to come from – Pat
and Ferg were good rebounders. One of the weaknesses will be
outside shooting because Pat and Ferg were both good shooters. 

But to me, that’s the beauty of this program. There’s an opportu-
nity. And the excitement’s going to be in who seizes the opportu-
nity. 

You always talk about the importance of seniors and we see
what happened last year with a strong group. What do you
expect from the seniors this year?

The seniors need to be better. Ahmad needs to be a better
rebounder. His maturity level has gotten better – he deals with
disappointment better. But that’s got to continue. He’s got to be
in the discussion for Player of the Year in the Atlantic 10. I think
with Tasheed, he needs to be better. The honor he received from
his team of being voted co-captain – he can be a better leader. He
can be a better shooter, a better teammate. Better for Edwin
would be better opportunity – and that’s for him to earn. 

Who made the most improvement last year?
Garrett was our most improved player because he was given a

new role and he fit to his role almost exactly. 

What’s your goal with the schedule?
The schedule, if you go back in time, is what has been estab-

lished. Our schedule is going to put us in contention to compete
in the Atlantic 10. If you can compete in the Atlantic 10, then
you’re a team that is talked about nationally. So the goal to me
sitting here today is not postseason, but the goal is to be better
tomorrow. The schedule stays to a standard. We play on the road
because in the A-10 you have to be successful on the road. We
play different styles because in the A-10 you have to play differ-
ent styles. All of that goes into planning the schedule. 
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NUMERICAL

NO. NAME YR. POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
0 Tasheed Carr Sr. G 6-4 211 Philadelphia, Pa. Mt. Zion Academy (N.C.)
1 Chris Prescott Fr. G 6-2 190 Bloomfield, Conn. Northwest Catholic
5 C.J. Brown Jr. G 5-11 165 Newark, Del. Caravel Academy

11 Charoy Bentley So. G 5-11 183 West Haven, Conn. Harding
13 Darrin Govens Jr. G 6-1 187 Chester, Pa. Chester
15 Garrett Williamson Jr. G 6-5 195 Lower Merion, Pa. Lower Merion
21 Temi Adebayo Fr. C 6-10 216 Ibadan, Nigeria Montrose Christian (Md.)
22 Edwin Lashley Sr. G 6-4 205 Salisbury, Md. St. Thomas More (Conn.)
32 Idris Hilliard So. F 6-7 225 Roselle, N.J. The Hun School 
34 Ahmad Nivins Sr. F 6-9 242 Jersey City, N.J. St. Anthony
40 Bryant Irwin Fr. F 6-8 230 Bridgeport, W. Va. Bridgeport
45 A.J. Rogers Fr. F 6-6 215 Rosedale, N.Y. St. Anthony (N.J.)
55 Mike Auriemma Fr. G 6-1 183 Manchester, Conn. The Hun School (N.J.)
- - Todd O’Brien So.# F 6-11 232 New Holland, Pa. Garden Spot

ALPHABETICAL

NO. NAME YR. POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
21 Temi Adebayo Fr. C 6-10 216 Ibadan, Nigeria Montrose Christian (Md.)
55 Mike Auriemma Fr. G 6-1 183 Manchester, Conn. The Hun School (N.J.)
11 Charoy Bentley So. G 5-11 183 West Haven, Conn. Harding
5 C.J. Brown Jr. G 5-11 165 Newark, Del. Caravel Academy
0 Tasheed Carr Sr. G 6-4 211 Philadelphia, Pa. Mt. Zion Academy (N.C.)

13 Darrin Govens Jr. G 6-1 187 Chester, Pa. Chester
32 Idris Hilliard So. F 6-7 225 Roselle, N.J. The Hun School 
40 Bryant Irwin Fr. F 6-8 230 Bridgeport, W. Va. Bridgeport
22 Edwin Lashley Sr. G 6-4 205 Salisbury, Md. St. Thomas More (Conn.)
34 Ahmad Nivins Sr. F 6-9 242 Jersey City, N.J. St. Anthony
- - Todd O’Brien So.# F 6-11 232 New Holland, Pa. Garden Spot
1 Chris Prescott Fr. G 6-2 190 Bloomfield, Conn. Northwest Catholic
5 A.J. Rogers Fr. F 6-6 215 Rosedale, N.Y. St. Anthony (N.J.)

15 Garrett Williamson Jr. G 6-5 195 Lower Merion, Pa. Lower Merion

# transfer- will sit out 2008-09 season

Pronunciation Guide

Temi Adebayo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TIM-ee AH-duh-BYE-yo
(Mike) Auriemma . . . . . . . . . . . . . .OAR-ee-EM-muh
Charoy (Bentley)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .sha-ROY
(Darrin) Govens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .GUV-enz
Idris Hilliard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EE-driss HILL-ee-URD
(Bill) Lukasiewicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lu-KAZ-uh-WITZ

2008-09 ROSTER

Head Coach: Phil Martelli (Widener '76) - 14th year

Assistant Coaches: Mark Bass (Saint Joseph’s ‘95) - 10th year
David Duda (Spring Garden ‘88) - 3rd year
Geoff Arnold (Saint Joseph’s 86) - 1st year

Director of Basketball Operations: Rob Sullivan (Saint Joseph’s ‘06)
Athletic Trainer: Bill Lukasiewicz (Springfield ‘88)





COACHING STAFF
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In 13 years at Saint Joseph’s
University, Phil Martelli has
built a program that is consis-
tently one of the top in the con-
ference, a perennial post-sea-

son participant and a key player on the national scene, while earning his
place among the top coaches in the school’s storied history.

The 2007-08 Hawks reached the Atlantic 10 Championship game for
the third time in four years and earned the program’s 19th bid to the
NCAA Tournament, and Martelli’s fifth. The 11th-seeded Hawks fell to
sixth-seeded Oklahoma in the NCAA First Round while ending the year
at 21-13. 

Martelli reached a significant milestone in 2006-07, when he sur-
passed Hall of Famer Jack Ramsay for second place on the school’s all-
time list for wins. His 13-year career mark now stands at 261-152, while
he ranks fourth in career winning percentage (.633) among SJU coach-
es. Setting the school record for wins in a season (30) in 2004, Martelli
has guided SJU to 20 or more victories six times in 13 seasons. More
impressively, his teams have gone 180-81 in the past eight seasons, an
average of 23 wins per year. He is 132-76 in Atlantic 10 play, which is
the most conference wins for any active coach in the A-10.  Martelli has
also been at his best when it counts the most as his 17 postseason wins
(6 NCAA, 11 NIT) are the most in school history, ahead of Ramsay’s 12.
Martelli ranks first among Hawk coaches with a .653 postseason win-
ning percentage (17-9) and has taken SJU to the postseason in seven of
the last eight years, and nine times in his 13 seasons.   

Guiding a young squad in 2006-07, the Hawks went 18-14, marking
the eighth time that he led them to 18 or more wins, but SJU missed
postseason play to end a streak of six consecutive appearances. 

Martelli turned in another top-notch coaching performance in 2005-
06, as the Hawks went from a 10-12 record in February to win the final
five games of the regular season, and three straight in the conference
tournament, to reach the Atlantic 10 championship for the second year
in a row, falling just one point short of the title. The Hawks were reward-
ed with their sixth consecutive postseason bid, but saw the season
come to an end in the NIT Second Round, closing with a
19-14 mark. 

Martelli’s effort was similar to the previous season
where he turned in perhaps a more remarkable coaching
job than in 2003-04 when he was the consensus National
Coach of the Year. Faced with the loss of two NBA first-
round draft picks from the ‘03-04 squad that went 30-2,
the 2004-05 Hawks struggled early on, but Martelli
reworked the team’s style of play to guide SJU to 21 wins
in the calendar year of 2005 to finish 24-12. Saint Joseph’s
posted the conference’s best record (14-2) and won its
fifth straight regular-season title to tie the league record.
The Hawks garnered the top seed in the conference tour-
nament for the second year in a row and reached the
championship game. He was named the Atlantic 10 Coach
of the Year for the second straight season and the fourth
time in his career.  The Hawks earned their fifth consecu-
tive postseason bid and made an exciting six-game run in
the NIT, falling on a last-second shot in the championship
game. It marked the second time in his career that he guid-
ed SJU to the NIT title game.

Martelli’s efforts and the success of the SJU program have been rec-
ognized on a consistent basis. In fact, he has earned a Coach of the Year
award, whether it be a city, conference, or regional honor, in six of his
13 seasons. 

In the summer of 2005, Martelli served as the head coach of the USA
Men’s U21 World Championship Team, which competed at the FIBA
U21 World Championship in Argentina, and earned a fifth-place finish.
It was the coach's third assignment with USA Basketball, having served
as a USA assistant coach for gold-medal winning teams at both the
2001 FIBA World Championship for Young Men and the 1998 Goodwill
Games.

In 2003-04, Martelli guided a focused and unselfish squad that
became the most compelling story in college basketball. The Hawks
went undefeated in the regular season, reached the pinnacle as the top-
ranked team in the nation and earned the school’s first-ever number-
one seed in the NCAA Tournament, advancing to the Elite Eight. Jameer
Nelson was the consensus National Player of the Year and with team-
mate Delonte West, were both first-round selections in the NBA Draft.
The Hawks became the first team since 1990-91 to go through the reg-

The Martelli Family (from left) - Phil, Judy, Meghan, Phil, Jr., Elizabeth and Jimmy

The Martelli File
Career Record: 261-152 (13 years)
Atlantic 10 Record: 132-76
Postseason Record: 17-9 (overall); 6-5 (NCAA Tournament)

Birthdate: August 31, 1954
Hometown: Media, Pa.
Education: Widener University, 1976
Playing Career: Widener University, 1972-76
College Coaching Career: Head coach, Saint Joseph’s University, 
July 20, 1995 to present; Assistant coach, Saint Joseph’s, 1985-86
to 1994-95.
Family: Wife, Judy; children - Phil, Jr. (27), Jimmy (26), 
Elizabeth (21) 

PHIL MARPHIL MARTELLITELLI
Head Coach - 14th Season

• 2004 National Coach of the Year •
• Four-time Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year •
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ular season without a loss
(27-0). SJU opened the sea-
son ranked 12th in the polls
and moved up throughout
the year, taking the top spot
on March 8, 2004, for the
first time ever. SJU finished
fifth for its highest final
ranking since 1966.  It was
a school-record fourth
straight season, and fifth in
Martelli’s tenure, that the
Hawks were ranked in the
Associated Press poll. 

Martelli guided SJU to its
fourth NCAA appearance in
nine seasons, and its first
back-to-back berths since
1982. The top-seeded
Hawks reached the Elite
Eight for the first time since
1981 before falling to
Oklahoma State in a heartbreaker, 64-62. 

He joined Nelson to sweep the National Coach and Player of the Year
awards, marking one of the few times in history that the top player and
coach were from the same school. Martelli won the 2004 Naismith
Award, the Henry Iba Award (USBWA), the inaugural Adolph Rupp Cup,
the Coach of the Year awards from both Associated Press and
CBS/Chevrolet, and the NABC Co-Coach of the Year award. He was the
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year for the third time and a repeat winner of
the Harry Litwack Big 5 Coach of the Year award. 

The Hawks also won their second outright Big 5 title and their fourth
straight Atlantic 10 regular season crown. The squad was the recipient
of the prestigious Wanamaker Award, given to the team or athlete which
brings the greatest credit to the city of Philadelphia, and was named the
Team of the Year by the Philadelphia Sportswriters Association. 

One of the more colorful coaches in the nation, Martelli’s personality,
wit and accessibility have always made him a media favorite.  His pop-
ularity grew to an even higher level in 2004, as the Hawks remained
unbeaten and the coach was besieged by media requests from all over
the country. Martelli remained as accommodating as ever and the Saint
Joseph’s story was well documented by the Philadelphia press and told
by countless media outlets nationwide.

Martelli has added a new title to his résumé, that of "author." The
coach co-wrote a book, "Don't Call Me Coach: A Lesson Plan for Life"
with Harold Gullan, Ph.D, which was published in the fall of 2007.

Martelli’s commitment to Saint Joseph’s is equaled by the
University’s commitment to him. The coach agreed to a new contract
prior to the 2003-04 season that would extend his tenure through at
least the 2009-10 campaign. Following the thrilling run in ‘03-04, the
University extended the coach’s contract through the 2011-12 season.
That commitment was taken a step further when prior to the start of the
2008-09 campaign, Martelli’s contract was extended through 2015-16. 

Martelli is not only passionate for coaching, but also for his work in
the community. He is one of the leaders of the Philadelphia chapter of
Coaches vs. Cancer, as the coaches from the city’s six Division I schools
strive to raise awareness and funding to defeat the disease. The group
has dedicated themselves to becoming the highest fundraising coaches’

PHIL MARTELLI

MARTELLI’S MARKS
OVERALL ATLANTIC 10 FINAL AP HIGH AP COACH OF THE YEAR

YEAR W L PCT W L PCT FINISH POSTSEASON RANKING  RANKING HONORS
1995-96 19 13 .594 9 7 .562 3rd East NIT Runner-up Big 5 
1996-97 26 7 .788 13 3 .812 1st East NCAA Sweet 16 #12 #12 Atlantic 10, District, 

Atlantic 10 Champion Eastern, Big 5
1997-98 11 17 .393 3 13 .187 5th East
1998-99 12 18 .400 5 11 .312 5th East-t
1999-00 13 16 .448 7 9 .437 4th East
2000-01 26 7 .788 14 2 .875 1st Overall NCAA 2nd Round #22 #18 Atlantic 10, Eastern
2001-02 19 12 .613 12 4 .750 1st East-t NIT 2nd Round #10
2002-03 23 7 .767 12 4 .750 1st East NCAA 1st Round #25 District, Eastern
2003-04 30 2 1.000 16 0 1.000 1st East NCAA Elite Eight #5 #1 National, Atlantic 10, Big 5,

District, Eastern
2004-05 24 12 .667 14 2 .875 1st East NIT Runner-up Atlantic 10
2005-06 19 14 .575 9 7 .562 5th NIT 2nd Round
2006-07 18 14 .562 9 7 .562 6th
2007-08 21 13 .617 9 7 .562 4th-t NCAA 1st Round

TOTALS 261 152 .632 132 76 .641 5 NCAA, 4 NIT (17-9 Record)

Phil Martelli continues his climb up the
charts, putting himself among the Hawks’
all-time winningest coaches.  In 2006-07,
Martelli surpassed Basketball Hall of
Famer Jack Ramsay for victories at SJU
and now ranks second.  

Hawk Coaches by Victories 
YRS W L

1. Bill Ferguson 25 309 208
2. Phil Martelli 13 261 152
3. Jack Ramsay 11 234 72

Hawk Coaches by Winning Pct. 
YRS W L PCT. 

1. Jack Ramsay 11 234 72 .765
2. Jim Lynam 3 65 28 .699
3. Jack McKinney 8 144 77 .652
4. Phil Martelli 13 261 152 .632
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group in the country and are on their way to reaching that goal. They
were honored at the 2004 NCAA Final Four with the Coaches vs. Cancer
Champion Award presented by the National Association of Basketball
Coaches and with the Community Service Award from the Philadelphia
Sports Congress. Martelli also serves on the Coaches vs. Cancer
National Council, which received the Centennial
Award from the Fox Chase Cancer Center. 

The coach has received numerous honors
for his community work, highlighted by two
honorary degrees. Martelli’s alma mater,
Widener University, bestowed upon him one of
its highest honors on May 15, 2004 with an
honorary doctorate in public service for his
“altruistic work in the community and his pos-
itive influence as a teacher, coach and role
model.” Martelli then delivered the commence-
ment address to the more than 750 graduates.
On May 21, 2006, he addressed over 400 grad-
uates at Cabrini College and received an hon-
orary doctor of humane letters degree in recog-
nition of his “extraordinary career and service
to the community.”

He has also been named the “Citizen of the
Year” by the March of Dimes in 2004, was
inducted into the CYO Hall of Fame for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and honored by
the National Adoption Center to name a few. In
2006, Martelli was inducted into the Hall of
Fame at Kennedy-Kenrick High School (former-
ly Bishop Kenrick), where he coached. 

Martelli views himself as an ambassador
for the University and takes the role very seri-
ously. He is one of the most sought after pub-
lic speakers in Philadelphia, with an appeal that
stretches even further outside the area. Making
countless appearances year-round, he finds the
time for many organizations, no matter how
large or small.  

Martelli has served as the honorary chair-
person for the Centennial celebration of Ken-
Crest, the largest community-based service
provider for children and adults with disabili-
ties in Southeastern Pennsylvania and
Delaware. 

He shows his commitment to the game of
basketball by serving on the Board of Directors

PHIL MARTELLI
of the National Basketball Coaches Association and participating as a
voter for the ESPN/USA Today Coaches Poll. Martelli was appointed by
the NCAA to the Division I Men’s Basketball Academic Enhancement
Group. The group of coaches and university officials from across the
country is charged with developing strategies to enhance academic per-
formance and graduation rates in Division I men’s basketball. 

After 10 years as an assistant at Saint Joseph’s, Martelli was named
the 14th coach in school history on July 20, 1995, and was just the third
non-alumnus to follow in the storied tradition of SJU coaches.

Martelli burst onto the scene in 1995-96 and took SJU to the NIT
Championship game as a rookie head coach, becoming just the fifth
first-year head coach to take a team to the tournament’s Final Four
since the field expanded to 32 teams in 1980. He surpassed Ramsay’s
feat, who led his first SJU team to third place in the 1956 tournament.
Martelli led the ‘95-96 Hawks, which had lost the school’s all-time
leading scorer and a 1,000-point, 1,000-rebound performer, to a 19-
13 record, tying him for third place with Jim Lynam (1978-79) for vic-
tories by a first-year SJU coach. 

Expectations for 1996-97 were for a winning campaign. And
after a disheartening season-opening rout at Duke (89-60) in the first
round of the Preseason NIT, Martelli and his charges regrouped and
turned in one of the best seasons in the program's history.  The
team's accomplishments, most of which have now been surpassed
by the ‘03-04 team, included a then-record-tying 26 wins (seven loss-
es), a final national ranking of 12th by the Associated Press and 17th
by CNN/USA Today. The squad also put together a 10-game winning

MARTELLI’S ACCOLADES

2007
Montgomery County Coaches Hall of Fame
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame

2006
Honorary Doctorate, Cabrini College
Kennedy-Kenrick High School Hall of Fame

2005
Head Coach, 2005 USA Men’s U21 World 

Championship Team
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year

2004
Consensus National Coach of the Year

• Associated Press Coach of the Year
• Naismith Coach of the Year
• Adolph F. Rupp Cup (Coach of the Year)
• CBS/Chevrolet Coach of the Year
• Hank Iba Award (USBWA Coach of the Year)
• NABC Co-Coach of the Year

Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year
USBWA District Coach of the Year
Eastern College Coach of the Year 

(Herb Good Club)
Eastern Basketball Coach of the Year
Honorary Doctorate, Widener University
March of Dimes “Citizen of the Year”
Archdiocese of Philadelphia CYO Hall of Fame

2003
USBWA District Coach of the Year
Eastern College Coach of the Year (Herb Good
Club)

2001
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year
Eastern College Coach of the Year 

(Herb Good Club)
Assistant Coach with USA Basketball 

(World Championship for Young Men)

2000
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame, Delaware 

County Chapter

1998
Widener University Outstanding Alumnus
Assistant Coach, USA Basketball, Goodwill 

Games (Gold Medal)
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Catholic School 

Hall of Fame

1997
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year
Eastern College Coach of the Year 

(Herb Good Club) 
Philadelphia Big 5 Co-Coach of the Year 
USBWA District Coach of the Year
NABC District Coach of the Year
Basketball Times District Coach of the Year
Eastern Basketball District Coach of the Year
Grand Marshal, Phila. Columbus Day Parade

1996
Philadelphia Big 5 Coach of the Year 

Phil Martelli and Jameer Nelson collected all of the national Coach of the
Year and Player of the Year Awards in 2004. The climax of the whirlwind
awards tour was Nelson capturing the John R. Wooden Award and having the
opportunity to meet coaching legend John Wooden at the awards ceremony
in Los Angeles. 
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streak and three wins over
Top 25 teams while winning
both the Atlantic 10 regular
season and tournament
titles. The Hawks advanced
to the NCAA Sweet 16 before
suffering a loss to defending
national champion Kentucky. 

With the team's success
came individual accolades
for the second-year coach.
Martelli garnered Atlantic 10
Coach of the Year honors as
well as District Coach of the
Year by the USBWA, NABC,
Eastern Basketball and
Basketball Times.  He was
named the Eastern College
Coach of the Year and co-
recipient of the Big 5 award. 

Martelli's third year at
the helm was a true test of
his character. The season
started with the loss of one of
his key players to academics
and two highly-touted
recruits to NCAA initial eligi-
bility rules.  Despite the
depleted lineup, the coach

kept his team competitive throughout the season, as the Hawks strug-
gled to find wins while facing one of the most demanding schedules in
school history.  They totaled 11 wins, but the "never say die" spirit of
SJU was evidenced by the team holding leads over five nationally-
ranked teams late in the second half. 

In 1998-99, the Hawk mentor faced perhaps his toughest challenge
as a head coach, guiding a team that started a school-record four new-
comers through a tough non-conference slate and the always imposing
A-10 battles.  Martelli and SJU got off to a strong start, defeating No.
21 Tennessee and winning the Cable Car Classic en route to a 9-7 record
at mid-January.  Youth finally caught up to the Hawks, however, as the
team experienced a nine-game losing streak and finished the season
with a 12-18 overall mark.

The 1999-2000 season included many highlights as the coach
guided the team to a stunning 62-59 win over then-No. 5 Temple at
The Palestra on February 29. It was Martelli’s first win over Temple
and the program’s first win over a Top 5 team since February, 1984
(No. 2 DePaul). The team’s 13-16 record was deceiving as the Hawks
played a schedule ranked 32nd toughest in the nation.  

Picked by most as a middle-of-the-pack Atlantic 10 team in 2000-
01, SJU started strong, posting a 7-3 record in its first 10 games, and
finished even stronger, going 14-2 in the conference to win the single
division A-10 regular season title. Overall, the Hawks again tied the
school-record for wins, compiling a 26-7 mark.  The team moved into
the Top 25 in both major polls in February, and was ranked in the final
polls (No. 22 AP; No. 24 ESPN/USA Today).

Despite its ranking, and the presence of one of the nation’s finest
backcourts in junior Marvin O’Connor and National Freshman of the
Year Jameer Nelson, SJU earned an at-large bid but only a number-
nine seed. The Hawks responded by downing eighth-seeded Georgia
Tech, 66-62, in the first round of the West Regional in San Diego.  The
team then showed its true mettle, battling top seed Stanford in one of
the most exciting games of the NCAA Tournament before falling, 90-83.

As in 1996-97, Martelli picked up much-deserved hardware follow-
ing the season. He was named Coach of the Year by the Atlantic 10,
NABC (District III) and Philadelphia’s Basketball Writers (Eastern
College Coach of the Year).  Nationally, he was one of three finalists
for the national Coach of the Year by ESPN the Magazine and one of

20 finalists for the Naismith College Basketball Coach of the Year.
In the 2001-02 preseason, the Hawks were ranked as high as

eighth by Sports Illustrated and 10th by both major polls. SJU stayed
in the polls until mid-December when three straight losses (North
Carolina, Georgia State and Gonzaga), all coinciding with an injury to
All-American guard Marvin O’Connor, saw the team fall from the rank-
ings. Saint Joseph’s rebounded to post a 19-12 record, share the A-10
East title for Martelli’s third regular-season crown, and earn the fourth
postseason bid in seven years (NIT).

In 2002-03, after graduating four fifth-year seniors that compiled
over 5,000 points and 2,200 rebounds, the Hawks were picked to be
in the middle of the A-10 East Division. With arguably the nation’s
best point guard in the fold in Nelson, Martelli built the team around
defense and perimeter play.  The plan worked as SJU went on to lead
the nation in field goal percentage defense (.372) and ranked seventh
in scoring defense (59.5 ppg). The team cracked the national polls in
February and ended the season with its third straight A-10 regular
season title, second NCAA at-large bid in three seasons and a 23-7

PHIL MARTELLI
Martelli the Author

In 2007, Phil Martelli added a
new title to his résumé - that of
“author”. Martelli came out with his
first book, entitled Don’t Call Me
Coach: A Lesson Plan for Life. The
book is co-written by the Hawks’
coach and Harold Gullan, Ph.D.

In the book, Martelli passes on
what he has learned from his own
rich experience, which includes
over 30 years of coaching at the
high school and college levels. One
of America’s most colorful, outspo-
ken, and successful coaches,
Martelli compresses his three

decades of experience into a 10-point “lesson plan for life” that
will benefit anyone, no matter what the challenges may be. He
speaks equally to teachers, parents, educators, and business
executives – in short, to anyone who plays the role of coach in
daily life.

Gullan, a noted historian and sports fan, is also the author of
The Upset That Wasn’t, Faith of Our Mothers, First Fathers, and
Jumping Through Hoops.

The book, which includes a foreword from Pennsylvania
Governor Ed Rendell,  was published by Camino Books of
Philadelphia (www.caminobooks.com). 
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record, despite a late-season injury to Delonte West. 
Off the court, Martelli’s lighter side is featured weekly on his

HawkTalk television show, which celebrated its 10th anniversary in
2005-06. Martelli hosts the most unique coach’s show in the nation,
with a “Tonight Show” format.  Game highlights are included, but are
secondary to the jokes and humorous interviews. Named the best
coach’s show in college basketball by The Sporting News in 2001,
HawkTalk gained a much greater audience in its third year (1998-99),
with its move to Comcast SportsNet, Philadelphia's regional all-sports
station. The show’s viewer base grew even more in 2003-04, when
national network College Sports Television first aired the show, and
has continued to do so for the past five years.

Martelli has also been active coaching internationally. In addition to
taking his SJU team on a 1999 tour of Italy, he has worked with USA
Basketball three times, most recently as the head coach of the 2005
USA U21 World Championship Team which traveled to Argentina. He
has served as an assistant coach twice, with the gold-medal winning
team at the 1998 Goodwill Games in New York City, and then with the
2001 USA World Championship for Young Men team that captured
the gold in Saitama, Japan, of which Jameer Nelson was a member. 

A four-time Atlantic 10 (1997, 2000, 2004, 2005) and four-time
USBWA District Coach of the Year (1997, 2001, 2003, 2004), Martelli is
one of just three Hawk coaches to record 200 career wins, posting his
milestone victory against Buffalo on March 19, 2005. 

A 1976 graduate of Widener University, Martelli began his career
on Hawk Hill with SJU's 1985-86 team which reached the NCAA
Tournament. In his decade as an assistant, he was part of the Hawks’
NIT teams in 1992-93 and 1994-95.

Prior to his arrival at SJU, Martelli spent seven years as head bas-
ketball coach at Bishop Kenrick High School in Norristown, Pa. At
Kenrick, he led his team to six straight Catholic League playoff
appearances, a school record, and still owns the school's all-time
mark for wins with 108.  His best season came in 1982, when he was
named prep Coach of the Year by both the Philadelphia Inquirer and
Philadelphia Daily News. He earned similar honors in 1980 and 1982
for Montgomery County from the Norristown Times Herald. 

Martelli began his career as the junior varsity coach at Cardinal
O'Hara High in Springfield, Pa., for the 1976-77 season.  He moved
on the following year to become an assistant at his alma mater, where
he helped guide Widener to the NCAA Division III Final Four.  After
that season, he accepted the head job at Kenrick.   

As a player, he was part of Widener’s NCAA Tournament teams in
both 1974-75 and 1975-76, serving as team co-captain as a senior. The
talented point guard also set the school's single season and career
assist marks.  

Martelli and his wife, Judy, a former basketball player with the leg-
endary Immaculata College teams in the 1970s, have three children.
Phil, Jr., a 2003 SJU graduate, is an assistant basketball coach at
Niagara University, Jimmy is an assistant coach at Robert Morris
University, and Elizabeth is a senior attending Saint Joseph’s. 

Martelli’s Milestones

1st Win
December 2, 1995 – Saint Joseph’s 64, Delaware 56 
50th Win
January 14, 1998 – Saint Joseph’s 55, St. Bonaventure 50
100th Win
February 10, 2001 – Saint Joseph’s 78, St. Bonaventure 76
150th Win
November 14, 2003  –  #17 Saint Joseph’s 73, #10 Gonzaga 66
200th Win
March 19, 2005 – Saint Joseph’s 55, Buffalo 50 
235th Win (moved into second place on all-time victory list)
February 4, 2006 – Saint Joseph’s 71, Dayton 65
250th Win
January 19, 2008 - Saint Joseph’s 82, Penn 42
100th Atlantic 10 Win
Feb. 12, 2005 –  Saint Joseph’s 69, Temple 57
300th Game Coached
Feb. 19, 2005 –  Saint Joseph’s 65, St. Bonaventure 47
Highest National Ranking
March 8, 2004 – #1 Associated Press; #1 ESPN/USA Today

PHIL MARTELLI

Phil Martelli’s commitment to Saint Joseph’s has been equaled by the
University’s commitment to him. Prior to the 2008-09 season, the
University extended Martelli’s contract another four years through the
2015-16 season. 
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PHIL IN THE POSTSEASON
17-9* overall record (6-5 NCAA; 11-4 NIT)

YEAR TOURN./ROUND RESULT
1996 NIT SJU 82, Iona 78

NIT SJU 82, Providence 62
NIT SJU 76, Rhode Island 59
NIT Semifinals SJU 74, Alabama 69 (0T) 
NIT Final Nebraska 60, SJU 56

1997 NCAA 1st Round SJU 75, Pacific 65
NCAA 2nd Round SJU 81, Boston College 77 (2OT)
NCAA Reg. Semi. Kentucky 83, SJU 68 

2001 NCAA 1st Round SJU 66, Georgia Tech 62
NCAA 2nd Round Stanford 90, SJU 83

2002 NIT 1st Round SJU 73, George Mason 64
NIT 2nd Round Ball State 76, SJU 54

2003 NCAA 1st Round Auburn 65, SJU 63 (OT)
2004 NCAA 1st Round SJU  82, LIberty 63

NCAA 2nd Round SJU 70,  Texas Tech 65
NCAA Reg. Semifinal SJU 84, Wake Forest 80
NCAA Reg. Final Oklahoma St. 64, SJU 62

2005 NIT Opening Round SJU 53, Hofstra 44
NIT 1st Round SJU 55, Buffalo 50
NIT 2nd Round SJU 68, Holy Cross 60
NIT Quarterfinals SJU 58, Texas A&M 51
NIT Semifinals SJU 70, Memphis 58
NIT Final South Carolina 60, SJU 57

2006 NIT 1st Round SJU 71, Rutgers 62
NIT 2nd Round Hofstra 77, SJU 75 (OT)

2008 NCAA 1st Round Oklahoma 72, SJU 64
* school record for wins and winning percentage

PHIL MARTELLI

Opponent Record Streak
Akron 2-0 W2
Alabama 1-0 W1
UAB 0-1 L1
American-P.R. 1-0 W1
Austin Peay 1-0 W1
Ball State 1-1 W1
Bellarmine 1-0 W1
Boston College 3-0 W3
Boston University 5-0 W5
Bucknell 2-2 W1
Buffalo 1-0 W1
California 1-0 W1
UC-Santa Barbara 1-0 W1
UC-Davis 1-0 W1
Canisius 1-0 W1
Charlotte 1-2 L1
Chattanooga 1-1 L1
Colorado 2-0 W2
Creighton 0-1 L1
Davidson 2-0 W2
Dayton 8-10 L1
Delaware 6-0 W6
DePaul 1-1 L1
Drexel 9-2 W1
Duke 0-1 L1
Duquesne 13-2 L1
East Carolina 0-2 L2
Eastern Washington 0-1 L1
Fairfield 5-0 W5
Fairleigh Dickinson 2-0 W2
Fordham 20-3 W2
George Mason 1-0 W1
George Washington 10-9 W1
Georgia State 0-1 L1
Georgia Tech 1-0 W1
Gonzaga 2-3 L2
Harvard 1-0 W1
Hofstra 1-2 L2
Holy Cross 1-0 W1
Iona 1-0 W1
Kansas 1-1 W1
Kentucky 0-1 L1
Liberty 1-0 W1
La Salle 13-5 L1
Lafayette 3-0 W3
Long Beach State 1-0 W1
Louisville 0-1 L1

Opponent Record Streak
Loyola (Md.) 0-1 L1
Massachusetts 13-11 W2
Memphis 1-0 W1
Mississippi 0-1 L1
Mississippi State 1-0 W1
Nebraska 0-1 L1
New Mexico 1-0 W1
North Carolina 0-1 L1
Ohio 0-1 L1
Ohio State 0-2 L2
Oklahoma 0-1 L1
Oklahoma State 0-1 L1
Old Dominion 4-3 L1
Pacific 2-1 W1
Penn 10-4 W3
Penn State 1-1 W1
Princeton 1-1 W1
Providence 1-0 W1
Rhode Island 16-9 W1
Richmond 7-2 W2
Rutgers 2-1 W2
St. Bonaventure 21-3 W13
Saint Louis 2-2 L2
Saint Mary’s 2-0 W2
Saint Peter’s 1-0 W1
San Francisco 2-1 L1
Seton Hall 0-1 L1
Siena 1-0 W1
South Carolina 1-2 L1
South Carolina State 1-0 W1
Stanford 0-1 L1
Syracuse 0-2 L2
Temple 15-15 L2
Tennessee 1-1 W1
Texas A&M 1-0 W1
Texas Christian 1-0 W1
Texas-El Paso 1-0 W1
Texas Tech 1-0 W1
Tulsa 1-2 L2
Vanderbilt 0-1 W1
Villanova 3-8 W1
Virginia Tech 2-3 L1
Western Carolina 1-0 W1
Western Kentucky 2-0 W2
Wisconsin-Green Bay 1-0 W1
Wyoming 1-0 W1
Xavier 9-12 W2

Martelli vs. All Opponents

“This was the least-talented Hawks team during the six-season run. Which
didn’t stop them from playing with the passion and intelligence that have
become the hallmarks of St. Joe’s basketball under Martelli and his coaching
staff. They always devise a way to give their teams a chance... Ultimately, it
is a chance many programs don’t get because they are never in the fight. One
way or another, the Hawks are always in the fight.” 

- Philadelphia Daily News, March 21, 2006
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PHIL MARTELLI

Phil Martelli joined friend Geno Auriemma, the head women’s coach at
Connecticut, at Auriemma’s induction into the Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame on September 8, 2006. The duo coached together at Bishop Kenrick
High School when Martelli was the head coach there early in his career.
Auriemma also spent a year at Saint Joseph’s, as an assistant with the
women’s basketball team. 

Martelli received his second honorary doctorate in three years when he gave
the Commencement Address at Cabrini College in 2006. His alma mater,
Widener University, had previously bestowed the honor upon him in 2004. 

The 2004 winner of the Adolph Rupp Cup as the nation’s top coach, Martelli
was called upon to present the award to the 2006 Coach of the Year, Roy
Williams of North Carolina at the 2006 Final Four in Indianapolis. 

Martelli is actively involved in many charitable endeavors and lends his time
to numerous groups. One of his primary commitments is to Coaches vs.
Cancer, as he serves as the co-chair of the Philadelphia chapter. 

Martelli coached the 2005 USA Men’s Under 21 World Championship Team
at the FIBA U21 World Championship in Argentina in August, 2005. 

Martelli’s popularity with the media affords him numerous opportunities for
public appearances and speaking engagements. He met author and actor Joe
Gannascoli (“The Sopranos”) at a special event hosted by Philadelphia radio
station WPHT 1210 AM.
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Mark Bass is the veteran
among the Hawks’ assistant
coaches, now in his 10th sea-
son at his alma mater. 
Bass, one of the most prolific

shooters in Saint Joseph’s history, joined the Hawks' staff in 1999-2000
and has been involved with teams that have made post-season appear-
ances in seven of the last eight years, won five Atlantic 10 regular-sea-
son titles and compiled a 154-72 record in the past seven years. Nine
years after he led the Hawks to the NIT Final as a player in 1996, Bass
again helped SJU reach New York City and the NIT Final as a coach in
2005. 

In 2005, Bass was honored with the William J. Bennett Memorial
Award, recognizing dedication and loyalty to the Saint Joseph's men's
basketball program. He was a co-recipient of the award with then-fellow
staff member Monté Ross. 

A fiery leader on the court, and two-year team captain, Bass led the
Hawks to the NIT Finals in his senior season, 1995-96, and ranked sec-
ond on the team with his average of 14.3 points per game. He connect-
ed for school records of 91 3-pointers and 268 attempts, season marks
which were later eclipsed by Pat Carroll in 2005. A Second Team All-Big
5 selection, Bass made 225 3-pointers during his career from 1992-96,
a total that ranks behind only Carroll and Marvin O'Connor. As a fresh-
man, the guard led the Atlantic 10 Conference in free throw percentage
with a school-record 86.9 percent. He also led the A-10 in 3-point per-
centage as a junior (.423), making him just the second Hawk player to
lead the league in two different categories. 

In 2001, Bass became the first member of the 1996 NIT Finalist
team to be inducted into the Saint Joseph's Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Upon graduation he played one season of professional basketball
with the Tianjin Breakers in the Chinese Professional League in 1996-97.
Following that, he served two seasons (1997-99) as an assistant coach
under Max Good at Maine Central Institute, helping guide the team to
back-to-back New England Prep School Championships, including a
perfect 35-0 season in 1997-98. 

A 1991 graduate of McCorristin High School in New Jersey and
native of Trenton, Bass was named the Mercer County Player of the Year
as a senior and set the all-time scoring record with 1,482 points in his
career. He played for one year at Maine Central Institute, helping the
squad to a 27-1 record with the lone loss coming in the New England
Prep School Championship game. 

Bass, who was inducted into the Mercer County CYO Hall of Fame in
November, 2004, resides with his wife, Tracie, in Lawnside, N.J. 

Tracie and Mark Bass

“Mark has developed a confidence that
allows him to shine on a daily basis,

whether dealing with recruiting, scouting
or on-floor coaching. Mark has an aura
that benefits our players and program.”

- Phil Martelli

MARK BASSMARK BASS

Assistant Coach
10th Season
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David Duda is in his third
year on the Saint Joseph’s staff,
joining the Hawks after a high-
ly-successful coaching stint in
the Division III ranks. 

Duda came to SJU in 2006 after eight years as head coach at
Widener University, where he compiled a 143-68 record, with two MAC
Commonwealth Conference championships and three trips to the NCAA
Division III Tournament. He also served as Widener’s athletic director
since April 2003, overseeing the operation of the University’s athletics
program with 20 varsity teams. 

Widener enjoyed its greatest success under his leadership in 2005-
06, when the team finished 23-6, won the Commonwealth Conference
regular-season title and made the school’s first NCAA Sweet 16 appear-
ance since 1987. Duda earned Coach of the Year honors for both the
Commonwealth Conference and the NABC Mid-Atlantic Region.

Duda led the Pioneers to a record-breaking 24-4 season in 1999-
00 and was recognized as the conference and Mid-Atlantic Coach of the
Year. 

A 1988 graduate of Spring Garden College, where he was a two-
time honorable mention All-American, Duda began his coaching career
as the top assistant to Herb Magee at Philadelphia University. During
those seven seasons the Rams had their most successful period in
school history, and Philadelphia University was the winningest Division
II school in the country during that span with a 171-35 record. 

He moved on to be the head coach at Delaware Valley College in
1997 for two seasons. Duda turned around a team which had been 0-
23, leading it to a 12-12 mark for the first non-losing season in 11
years. He earned the Freedom Conference Coach of the Year award in
1998. His career coaching record in 10 seasons is 159-99. 

Duda’s connection with the Hawks’ head coach dates back to 1981
when he played for Martelli on the varsity team at Bishop Kenrick High
School (1981-84). 

Duda lives in Collegeville, Pa., with his wife Barbara and children,
Danielle (10) and David (7). 

“David can certainly be labeled as a
workaholic. He is an organizational

genius and a developing star in 
the coaching ranks.”

- Phil Martelli

The Duda family – Barbara, David, David and Danielle

DADAVID DUDAVID DUDA

Assistant Coach
3rd Season
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Geoff Arnold returns to his
alma mater and Phil Martelli's
staff, rejoining the Hawks in
2008-09 after spending seven
seasons as the associate head
coach at Drexel University.

Arnold was instrumental in Drexel's recruiting efforts that helped
them reach the postseason four times in seven seasons, which includ-
ed a 23-9 record in 2006-07.

The 1986 Saint Joseph’s graduate previously served as an assistant
coach with the Hawks from 1993 to 1996. That stint included one year
with Martelli, who was in his first season (1995-96) as head coach.
During that campaign, the Hawks went 26-6 and reached the NIT
Championship game.

Arnold left Saint Joseph's in 1996 to join former Hawk teammate
Bruiser Flint at the University of Massachusetts, serving on Flint's staff
for five years. He then returned to Philadelphia in 2001 when Flint was
named head coach at Drexel.

Arnold, originally from Sharon Hill, Pa. and Darby Township High
School, was a senior tri-captain for the 1985-86 Saint Joseph's team
that won the Atlantic 10 Championship, recorded 26 wins and earned a
bid to the NCAA Tournament. During his senior season, which was
Martelli's first as an assistant coach at SJU, he averaged 8.9 points and
led the team with 134 assists. Arnold notched 346 assists in his career,
a number which ranks among the top 15 in school history. 

Upon graduating from Saint Joseph's in 1986, Arnold played for the
Wildwood Aces of the United States Basketball League and then served
as an assistant coach for one season. After one year out of basketball,
he became a full-time assistant with the Hawks in 1992-93, working on
John Griffin's staff for three seasons.

He was inducted into the Saint Joseph's Basketball Hall of Fame in
1992.

Arnold and his wife, Stephanie, reside in Philadelphia with their 11-
year old daughter, Gabrielle.

“Geoff is a true Hawk in the way he 
represents the University on and off the

court. His desire for the program to reach
the top in the A-10, the Big 5 and college
basketball drives him on a daily basis.”

- Phil Martelli

GEOFF ARNOLDGEOFF ARNOLD

Assistant Coach
1st Season

The Arnold family – Stephanie, Gabrielle and Geoff
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Michael Kehoe is in his fourth year work-
ing with the Hawks’ program and his second
year as head manager. 

Kehoe is a senior majoring in psychology
with a minor in business. A graduate of
Lansdale Catholic High School, he is from
Norristown, Pa. 

Rob Sullivan is in his third year as direc-
tor of men’s basketball operations. He over-
sees various adminstrative duties with the
program, including travel, summer camp,
activities and community service projects,
while acting as a liasion between the program
and the Hawk Hoop Club.  

Sullivan had a three-year playing career at SJU, earning a spot on
the team as a walk-on in his sophomore year. Sullivan was part of the
SJU teams which compiled a 73-28 record in those three years, while
advancing to the NCAA Elite Eight in 2004 and finishing as the run-
ner-up in the 2005 NIT.

The native of Philadelphia was honored by SJU with the Daniel J.
Cummins, Jr. Memorial Award for spirit in 2005 and the William
Bennett Memorial Award for dedication and loyalty in 2006.

Over the years, he has served as an instructor and counselor at
the basketball camps for SJU, his alma mater La Salle College High
School, and the Future Stars Basketball Academy. 

Sullivan, who graduated from Saint Joseph’s in 2006 with a
degree in food marketing, received mention on both the SJU Athletic
Director’s Honor Roll and the Atlantic 10 Commissioner’s Honor Roll
while an undergraduate. 

Clare Ariano has served as the adminis-
trative assistant for men’s basketball at Saint
Joseph’s since 1984, working behind the
scenes to help ensure the program’s contin-
ued success. 

Aside from her day-to-day duties with the
basketball program, Ariano assists head

coach Phil Martelli in scheduling his numerous speaking engage-
ments and charitable efforts. She is also active with Coaches vs.
Cancer and serves on the planning committee for the annual “Basket
Ball,” a black-tie gala event. 

In 2005, Ariano was inducted into the Saint Joseph’s Men’s
Basketball Hall of Fame, becoming the seventh non-player in school
history to earn the honor. 

Ariano and her husband, Nick, reside in Lansdowne, Pa. They
have two daughters, Alexis and Danielle. 

SUPPORT STAFF

Fr. Bruce Bidinger, S.J. is in his third year
back on Hawks’ bench as chaplain. He
returned to Saint Joseph’s in 2006-07 after
four years away while serving as president of
St. Joseph’s Preparatory School in
Philadelphia. Fr. Bidinger currently serves as
director of the Haub School of Business

Advising Center at the University. 
Fr. Bidinger was one of Hawk Hill’s more popular figures during

his first tenure from 1996-2002. He first served as Director of Campus
Ministry, overseeing that department’s growth before moving to
become SJU’s first vice president for ministry and mission, a position
that he held for two years before taking over at The Prep. He was also
the chaplain for the basketball team for several seasons.

Fr. Bidinger also spent five years as principal of Scranton Prep,
where he also taught chemistry. He taught science at St. Joseph’s
Prep, Georgetown Prep and Loyola Blakefield in Baltimore.

Fr. Bidinger has also served on the boards of several institutions,
including Saint Joseph’s University, St. Joseph’s Prep and Loyola
High School in Baltimore. A native of South Jersey, Fr. Bidinger holds
a bachelor’s degree from Loyola College, a master’s of divinity from
the Weston School of Theology and a professional diploma in educa-
tional administration from Fordham University.

Bill Lukasiewicz is in his 10th year with
the Saint Joseph’s sports medicine depart-
ment, and now in his third year as head athlet-
ic trainer. Lukasiewicz works directly with the
Hawks’ men’s basketball team.  

A certified athletic trainer, Lukasiewicz
worked at Newtown Square Physical Therapy

before coming to SJU. He also held positions with Providence College,
the Boston Celtics, Cabrini College and ACT Physical Therapy. 

A 1988 graduate of Springfield College (Mass.), he earned his
master’s degree in kinesiology with a concentration in sports medi-
cine from Temple University in 1992.  The Barrington, R.I., native and
his wife, Amy, reside in Havertown, Pa., with their sons, Cole (8) and
Reed (6).

Rob Sullivan
DIRECTOR OF BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

Former player Dave Mallon returns this
year to Saint Joseph’s as video coordinator. 

Mallon, who played in 110 career games,
was a member of some of the winningest
teams in Hawk history. His four-year class
compiled the second most wins in school his-
tory with 96 from 2002-06. He played for the

record-setting 2004 Hawks’ squad which reached the NCAA Elite Eight
and for the 2005 team that advanced to the NIT championship game.

In 2006, Mallon was the co-recipient of the William J. Bennett
Memorial Award for dedication and service to the program, and he
earned the 2005 Senesky Memorial Award for academics. 

Following graduation in 2006 with a degree in marketing, Mallon
played professionally in Uruguay, Portugal, England and Luxembourg. 

The native of East Aurora, N.Y., is pursuing a master’s degree from
SJU in training and organizational development. 

Bill Lukasiewicz
HEAD ATHLETIC TRAINER

Fr. Bruce Bidinger
TEAM CHAPLAIN

Clare Ariano
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Michael Kehoe
HEAD MANAGER

Dave Mallon
VIDEO COORDINATOR
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One of the most famous mascots in college sports, the Saint Joseph’s
Hawk has been flapping its wings for 52 years. 

The Hawk, which celebrated its golden anniversary in 2005-06, is
best known for staying in constant motion by flapping its wings
throughout every basketball game and representing the Saint Joseph’s
motto, “The Hawk Will Never Die.” 

Jim Brennan originated the idea for a hawk as mascot during the
1954-55 season. Brennan, an ex-Marine and SJU cheerleader, at first
wanted to secure an actual hawk, but later switched to the costume idea.
The student government raised the 120 dollars needed to buy the initial
costume, which Brennan donned for three years.  He made his debut as
the Hawk on January 4, 1956, a 69-56 win over La Salle at the Palestra.
Since then, and including this season, a total of 31 SJU students have
donned the costume. Sara Brennan in 2000-01 has been the only
woman thus far to serve as the mascot. The Hawk has not missed a
men’s basketball game since that first season in 1955-56.  

In addition to the constant flapping, the Hawk is also recognized by
its “flying” in figure eights around the court during timeouts. Years ago,
ESPN used a “flap-o-meter” on the national telecast of a Saint Joseph’s
game to estimate that the Hawk flaps its wings 3,500 times during a reg-
ulation game.

The Hawk is unique because it is one of the few mascots in the nation
that travels to every game, and the student who holds the position gains
a full scholarship. The student, who is selected through an interview
process during the previous spring semester, also serves as a team
manager for the men’s basketball team and travels with the squad.  

The most decorated mascot in the country, The Hawk has garnered
numerous accolades in its 50-year history. The Sporting News, Sports
Illustrated, Sports Illustrated for Kids, Street & Smith’s Basketball
Yearbook and ESPN College Basketball magazine have selected it as the
nation’s top mascot. Eastern Basketball tabbed The Hawk as the Atlantic
10 Conference’s best mascot, while The Hawk won a “Best of Philly”
award from Philadelphia Magazine in 2003-04. More recently, The Hawk
was selected as a nominee for the 2008 Mascot Hall of Fame.  

Saint Joseph’s athletic
teams have been recognized
with the nickname “Hawks”
since 1929.  At that time, the
school’s yearbook editor,
Charlie Dunn, initiated a con-
test among the student body
for a symbol.  More than 100
submissions were narrowed
to two, with “Hawks” win-
ning out over “Grenadiers”
(World War I soldiers who
specialized in tossing
grenades) by a slim margin
in the final vote.  

John Gallagher ‘31, a
catcher on the Saint
Joseph’s baseball team, sub-
mitted the winning sugges-
tion.  He won a sweater with
a special Saint Joseph’s
monogram for selecting the
winning name. According to
the student annual, the name
was appropriate because it
typified “the fighting spirit of our crimson and gray athletes and it is sug-
gestive of the aerial attack which has made our football team famous.”
Ironically, football was discontinued at Saint Joseph’s following the
1939 season.

But it has been the connection with the storied tradition of the Saint
Joseph’s men’s and women’s basketball programs that has given The
Hawk mascot its prominence on the national level, making it one of the
most recognized mascots in college athletics.

Tim Klarich will serve as the
Saint Joseph’s University Hawk
mascot for the 2008-09 season. He
becomes the 31st student to repre-
sent the University as its men’s
basketball mascot, in the 53rd year
of one of college basketball’s most
famous traditions. 

A graduate of St. Joseph's
Prep, Klarich has served as a stu-

dent worker in the SJU Men's Basketball office and as a team man-
ager for the past few years. He is involved with the American
Marketing Association and has volunteered with the Gesu Reading
Enrichment Program and Saint Joseph's Hand in Hand project.

His older brother, Steve, served as The Hawk for two seasons in
2001-02 and 2002-03. 

A native of Philadelphia, Klarich is a senior marketing major. 

THE HAWK

Jim Miller
2006-07 thru 2007-08

Tim Klarich
THE HAWK
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All-Time Assistant Coaches
COACH (Years) SEASON(S)
Geoff Arnold (5) 1988-89

1992-93 thru 1995-96
2008-09 thru present

Rod Baker (1) 1982-83
Mark Bass (9) 1999-00- thru present
Dick Bernhart (1) 1983-84
Jimmy Black (6) 1984-85 thru 1989-90
Harry Booth (9) 1965-66 thru 1973-74
Bob Boylan (1) 1946-47
Jim Boyle (8) 1973-74 thru 1980-81
Matt Brady (11) 1993-94 thru 2003-04
Mark Dearborn (2) 1982-83 thru 1983-84
Mike Doyle (5) 1988-89 thru 1992-93
David Duda (2) 2006-07 thru present
John Dzik (2) 1976-77 thru 1977-78
Dennis Felton (1) 1991-92
Brad Greenberg (6) 1978-79 thru 1983-84
John Griffin (3) 1980-81 thru 1981-82 

1987-88
Tom Haggerty (4) 1978-79 thru 1979-80

1984-85 thru 1985-86
Bill Harley (1) 1982-83
Gene Harris (2) 1986-87 thru 1987-88
Dan Kelly (4) 1970-71

1974-75 thru 1976-77
Dan Kenney (17) 1953-54 thru 1969-70
Mike Kempski (1) 1971-72
Jim Lynam (6) 1965-66 thru 1967-68

1970-71 thru 1972-73
Phil Martelli (10) 1985-86 thru 1994-95
John McKendry (1) 1974-75
Jack McKinney (4) 1960-61

1962-63 thru 1964-65
John McMenamin (7) 1946-47 thru 1952-53
Chris O'Brien (2) 1990-91 thru 1991-92
Jim O'Brien (1) 1977-78
Doug Overton (2) 2006-07 thru 2007-08
Mike Rice (2) 2004-05 thru 2005-06
Nick Robak (1) 1981-82
Monté Ross (10) 1996-97 thru 2005-06
Dave Spiller (1) 1990-91
Carlin Warley (4) 1995-96 thru 1998-99
Bryan Warrick (1) 1989-90
Paul Westhead (2) 1968-69 thru 1969-70

Former Saint Joseph’s players are not the only ones who have gone on to
successful coaching careers after their days on Hawk Hill. The list of former
SJU assistant coaches also reads like a “Who’s Who” of basketball. The fol-
lowing is a compilation of those who have gone on to coaching careers in the
professional and collegiate ranks. Active coaches are in bold. 

NBA General Manager
Brad Greenberg (Philadelphia)
Jim Lynam (Philadelphia)

NBA Head Coaches
Jim Lynam (L.A. Clippers, Philadelphia, Washington)
Jack McKinney (L.A. Lakers, Indiana)
Jim O’Brien (Indiana, Boston, Philadelphia)
Paul Westhead (L.A. Lakers, Chicago, Denver)

NBA Assistant Coaches
Jim Boyle (Denver)
Jim Lynam (Philadelphia, Portland, New Jersey)
Jack McKinney (Portland)
Jim O’Brien (New York, Boston)
Doug Overton (New Jersey)
Paul Westhead (Oklahoma City, L.A. Lakers)

CBA Head Coach
Rod Baker (Grand Rapids)

WNBA Head Coach
Paul Westhead (Phoenix)

College Head Coaches
Rod Baker (UC-Irvine)
Harry Booth (Saint Joseph’s)
Jim Boyle (Saint Joseph’s)
Matt Brady (James Madison, Marist)
Mike Doyle (Arcadia)
John Dzik (Cabrini)
Dennis Felton (Georgia)
Brad Greenberg (Radford)
John Griffin (Siena, Saint Joseph’s)
Jim Lynam (American, Fairfield, Saint Joseph’s)
Phil Martelli (Saint Joseph’s)
Jack McKinney (Saint Joseph’s)
Jim O’Brien (Wheeling Jesuit, Dayton)
Mike Rice (Robert Morris)
Monté Ross (Delaware)
Paul Westhead (La Salle, Loyola Marymount, George Mason)

ASSISTANT COACHES

Monté Ross became the latest in a long line of for-
mer SJU assistants to attain a head coaching
position and is now in his third year at the
University of Delaware.

Mark Bass, who played for the Hawks from 1992-96, is entering his
10th season as a Saint Joseph’s assistant coach. 


